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‘THE UNIVERSITY AT WAR 


This country’s participation in World War II has been 
marked by persistent and universal efforts to distinguish 
between those activities which are dispensable and those 
which are essential. The close of the third year of that 
participation is an appropriate time to examine the Uni- 
versity of Illinois for evidence as to how it has fared 
in this evaluation. Two facts alone—that the University is 
one of the country’s largest, and that, as the public’s prop- 
erty, it has been under the vigilant scrutiny of the public— 
in themselves guarantee that the University has been sub- 
ject to a large measure of the war’s disturbing influence. 

Be it first noted that the University’s principal peace- 
time work required as its raw material that single re- 
source—youth—which has in war been subject to the 
highest priority rating of all. As would be expected, there- 
fore, the University’s greatest contribution to the war has 
been made by the men and women who have left the 
campuses or who would but for the war have become 
members of the University community. Those whose edu- 
cation at Illinois has been interrupted in these ways 
certainly now exceed 10,000. On the Alumni Association 
records are entered the names and armed-service con- 
nections of nearly 18,000 men who have actually been 
Illini in either the immediate or the more remote past; 
this is believed to be a figure higher than that pertaining 
to any other university. Already nearly 400—twice the 
World War I figure—have lost their lives. At latest count, 
23 Illini are Generals. In war activities other than the 
armed services the University knows it has an even larger 
proportion of its 150,000 former students. Of its faculty 
and staff about one-quarter, some 700 members, have been 
granted leaves of absence by the Board of Trustees for 
approved war activity, much of it public administration. 

Liberal use has been made by Army, Navy, and other 
government agencies of University resources; this utili- 
zation has outrun the release of some of these facilities 
by their “normal” or peacetime consumers. The faculty 
and staff in general have had a materially higher per 
capita workload during the war than formerly, and much 
of the physical plant has undergone very intensive em- 
ployment. The added wartime programs have been too 
varied and numerous (and some of them too confidential 
in nature) to permit a complete account being given in 
this space; what follows is a sample which possesses only 
illustrative value. Housing, classroom, and instructional 
resources were severely taxed by the Army Specialized 


Training Program during the last half of 1943 and the 
first quarter of 1944, when over 4,000 men were assigned 
to the Urbana-Champaign campus; these men carried a 
heavy course load designed by Army officials and ad- 
ministered by the faculty and by emergency additions to 
the faculty. Of longer duration have been training pro- 
grams for Navy personnel; although the University of 
Illinois has not carried the very large V-12 enrollment 
assigned to a few institutions, it has taken a modest share 
in that activity, and has in addition housed distinct 
schools for training in such subjects as diesel engines 
and visual signals. The contributions of the University 
to war production include its acceptance of several mil- 
lion dollars’ worth of contracts for fulfillment in campus 
laboratories, and the planning, designing, and testing of 
many units of critical importance to the entire war effort. 

Modern war draws heavily upon the peacetime tech- 
nology that existed at its outbreak. A large part of the 
University found its peacetime work so vital to the War 
that its only substantial alteration by the war has been— 
where possible—a quickening of tempo. One example here 
is the work of the Extension Division, which found much 
of its normal work absorbed by and re-christened Engi- 
neering, Science, and Management War Training; the 
people receiving education by this means are now even 
more geographically dispersed than was true before the 
War. The aviation curricula came into existence during 
the war years, based to a large extent upon the great 
new University airport south of Champaign. This airport, 
too, is one of the many ways in which the University has 
been influenced by the proximity of the Army’s Chanute 
Field installation 15 miles to the north. 

The war has had a severe impact upon the University, 
but the existence of the University has not proven incon- 
sistent with a war such as the United States has so far 
waged. Had the University’s peacetime activities not been 
in great part such as to win in war increased recognition 
as essential, the campuses at Urbana-Champaign and 
Chicago would now be as empty as so many automobile 
showrooms. The University as an institution is still rec- 
ognizable, is still in many respects largely intact, and is 
very busy. It is conscious that it owes much of its preser- 
vation to society’s concern for its own peaceful future, 
but the University believes that it has demonstrated its 
immediate survival value in war. 
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THE ECONOMIC OUTLOOK 
FOR 1945 


A year ago hopes were pretty general that the war in 
Europe would be over and reconversion to peacetime pro- 
duction under way in the course of the year. Events of 
the past few months have caused a sharp revision of both 
our hopes and our plans. The whole economy comes so 
near being a war economy that one must look to the 
success and progress of our military strategy for clues to 
the trend of general business. 

Plants and equipment for making war materials have 
been in full operation for a year. With the exception of 
increased facilities for producing rubber, we need not 
look for any expansion of war plants. Since the man- 
power situation is becoming much more acute the problem 
is to keep present facilities at full production; productive 
capacity can be increased only at the expense of drawing 
necessary labor from agriculture, consumers’ goods in- 
dustries, or other war production. The severity of the 
manpower limitations will not be known for three or four 
months. The index of industrial production has showed 
practically no change for the past five months. Indica- 
tions are, therefore, that we may consider ourselves 
fortunate if the same levels of industrial production hold 
in the next five months. 

The general economic outlook has many significant 
factors in addition to war production and manpower prob- 
lems, all of which have important bearings. Probably the 
most important problem is that of combating inflation. 
Commodity prices in 1944, although held within narrow 
limits, showed a persistent rise and 1945 opens with 
prices higher than a year ago. Wages have likewise been 
moving upward and prospects of higher wage levels ap- 
pear greater than ever before. The price and wage ad- 

vances are probably less threatening to the economy than 
is the heavy spending of the people. National income is 
the highest on record and so is national spending. Despite 
three War Loan drives in 1944, amounting to many bil- 


lions of dollars, the spending wave in consumers’ non- 
durable goods is unabated. The tax program, although 


relatively heavy, has not succeeded in preventing heavy 
bidding and the spending of money for goods already 
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scarce because of decreased production. In the meantime 
the national debt mounts steadily. The upward adjustment — 
in wages in the steel industry is bound to be reflected © 


throughout all industry. Certain price adjustments will 
necessarily follow. The consuming public can hardly ex- 
pect price advances in 1945 to stay within the limits of 
1944 (Bureau of Labor Statistics index, December, 1943— 
124.4; December, 1944—127.0). 


Since industry has been obliged to take steps toward * 


an intensified war effort, plans for postwar reconversion 
and production of consumers’ goods have been tempo- 
rarily suspended. Large materiel demands and the need 
for larger army and navy personnel have materially post- 
poned any noteworthy increase in civilian supply. The 
suspension period should afford an opportunity for more 
carefully planned production of most urgent consumers’ 
goods and a rational pricing policy for the goods. It is 
apparent that the civilian economy so-called will get 
worse before it gets better. 

Yet the outlook for general business is not uniformly 
bad. Under the impetus of accentuated war materials 
output some industries will probably exceed the levels 
of 1944, whereas for others, notably civilian goods pro- 
duction, plans for reconversion will be shelved. It is 
advisable that the waiting time be used for scientifically 
developed reconversion plans, thus avoiding a mad 
scramble in producing items of all degrees of necessity. 
Long-run plans for business should occupy the second 
most important place in the general business agenda. 

The nation will be confronted with two major prob- 
lems in the coming year: one domestic and the other 
international. The first applies to our national tax policy 
as affecting our national destiny. The second concerns 
our participation in the rehabilitation of other nations. 

High and onerous taxes during a war period are un- 
avoidable. There are prospects that Federal expenditures 
in the postwar years may be several times the annual 
outlay of the 1930's. Taxes in the postwar years are bound 
to be high because of heavy interest charges on_ the 
Federal debt and large outlays for military and other 
purposes. A heavy tax burden might be disastrously 
severe on private enterprise and dry up the flow of 
venture capital which is essential to a vital and expand- 
ing economy and for the creation of new jobs. National 
solvency after the war demands elimination of waste, 
reduction of government bureaus, and abandonment of 
the philosophy of spending our way to good times. 

The second problem is how to get the nations of the 
world:on their economic feet as quickly as possible. With 
plants destroyed, neither working capital nor credit, no 
adequate labor supply, no international standard of values 
—the task of producing goods and securing markets is 
stupendous. With a pent-up shortage of goods at home 
to be satisfied and a policy of aid to the devastated nations 
pressing on our international policies, the problem of eco- 
nomic balance will be a difficult one. 





BIRTHDAY 


The Jllinois Business Review is one year old this month. 
Its circulation has grown from about 2,000 to over 6,000, 
about 95 per cent of which goes to business establish- 
ments within the State. We have tried to bring together 
the most important business data of the State of Illinois 
and present them in usable form and shall welcome any 
helpful suggestions you may make. The Review will be 
sent free upon request. 
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HIGH LIGHTS OF THE NATION’S BUSINESS—1944 


The year 1944 probably set business and production rec- 
ords which will not be equaled for some time. The most 
notable achievement was the twelve months of sustained 
production. Industrial production indexes did not reach 
the levels of October-November, 1943, but they leveled off 
and held within narrow limits for the year despite an 
inordinately large amount of man hours lost from work 
stoppages. 

In the year 1944, borrowing and spending reached 
peak levels. Three War Loan drives were made (4th, 
January and February; 5th, June and July; 6th, Novem- 
ber and December) totalling approximately $60 billions. 
Net tax receipts are estimated at approximately $45 bil- 
lions as compared with $3414 billions in 1943. Total 
expenditures, exclusive of the amounts spent by govern- 
ment corporations, will approximate $97 billions which, 
coincidentally, is the same amount as that spent by con- 
sumers in 1944, The total national debt rose from $170 
to $232 billions. The largest previous increase in debt 
for any one year was $58 billions in 1943. 

lhe United States Department of Commerce estimates 
our gross national product at $197 billions for 1944. Of 
this amount, $99 billions went for goods and services. 
Consumers’ goods and services accounted for about $96.5 
billions, leaving only $2.5 billions for capital goods. The 
national income payments to individuals in 1944 aggre- 
vated about $155 billions, $97 billions of which was spent 
generously and freely without regard for quality. This 
was 6 per cent above the amount spent in 1943. The 
opening of 1945 finds inventories at very low levels. 

lhe 1944 price level as measured by the over-all 


wholesale commodity price average increased less than 
2 per cent. This is an impressive record. The cost-of- 
living increase for the year was held to slightly more than 
2 per cent, largely because of the wage stabilization 
measures of the year. Certain. wage adjustments at the 
end of 1944 suggest that prices. will not show a like 
stability in 1945. 

Despite shortages of farm labor and farm machinery 
the harvest of 1944 will come within 2 or 3 per cent of the 
record levels of 1943. All previous records for corn and 
wheat production were shattered, and a number of other 
crops exceeded the ten-year averages. Favorable prices, 
record yields, and ready markets have made the aggregate 
farm income the largest on record. 

Notable achievements were made in production of war 
supplies, and the transportation facilities, although heavily 
taxed, carried all the materials for war and for civilian 
shippers successfully. A record-breaking iron ore tonnage 
was carried over the lakes. Air lines set new records. 
Construction, on the other hand, continued its sharp 
decline. 

The practically endless list of record-breaking achieve- 
ments of 1944 business was accomplished without much 
fanfare. American productive genius operated at its best. 
Civilian consumers experienced only inconveniences, not 
critical shortages. Only another full year of war on two 
continents can sustain the levels of 1944 through 1945. 
Despite problems which will arise when one or both wars 
end, individuals and business alike hope that 1945 will 
see the end of both wars. 


HIGH LIGHTS OF ILLINOIS BUSINESS—1944 


The level of general business throughout the State in 
1944 was higher than that for the nation. Some months 
ago, the Review pointed out that Illinois did not reach 
full war production capacity as soon as some eastern 
states; this lag has tended to-uphold production in IIli- 
nois after declines began in some other states. The diver- 
sification of Illinois products, both for war and for 
civilian consumption, has also helped to maintain high 
le ve ls. 

\bout 9 per cent of the national output of general 
supply and ordnance is manufactured in Illinois, which 
is about the same as the 1939 share of the State in peace- 
time manufactures. Aircraft and shipbuilding in Illinois 
account for only small proportions of total production, 
4.1 per cent and 1.5 per cent, respectively. The fact that 
these two industries are much less important for this 
State than for the country as a whole may make recon- 

rsion problems in Illinois less acute than elsewhere. 

Total factory employment in 1944 declined in all but 
tvo months, June and December; in December the num- 
ber of employed workers was 7 per cent below the war- 
time peak of November, 1943. Pay rolls, however, showed 
a slight rise of 0.9 per cent for the- year; average weekly 
carnings are at record high levels. 

Of the 68 critical manpower areas in the United States 

the end of the year, 11 were in Illinois: Freeport, 
Rockford, Waukegan, Chicago, Chicago Heights-Harvey, 
ierling, Aurora-Elgin, Joliet, Springfield-Decatur, Rock 
'sland-Moline. 
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According to the Chicago and the St. Louis Federal 
Reserve Banks, the volume of retail sales in the Seventh 
and Eighth Districts in 1944 broke all records, reflecting 
both the large money income of the people and their wil- 
lingness to spend it. The Chicago Federal Reserve Bank 
estimates a volume about 9 per cent higher than that 
of 1943 and 64 per cent above 1939; for the St. Louis 
District the corresponding estimates are 10-per cent and 
80 per cent, respectively. 

Despite the flood and drouth damage of the summer 
which cut agricultural production to. some extent, 1944 
was one of the most bountiful years in Illinois agricul- 
tural history. The Illinois crop is valued at $805,000,000, 
which is the highest dollar value since 1919, double the 
ten-year average (1933-1942), and 6 per cent greater than 
the crop of 1943. Total acreage harvested was 3 per cent 
above that for 1943. Corn, which accounts for 45 per cent 
of the total acreage and 55 per cent of the aggregate 
value of all crops, is the crop which ranks highest in both 
acreage and value; soybeans, with 17 per cent of total 
acreage and 18 per cent of dollar value, ranks second. 
The extent to. which farm labor is drafted in 1945 will 
determine, in large degree, the volume of the 1945 crop. 

Production of Illinois coal showed greater stability 
and greater tonnage in 1944 than in 1943. Petroleum pro- 
duction, on the contrary, continued to decline, although 
not so sharply as in 1943. Both residential and commercial 
building construction continued to decline from 1943. 
Bank assets including reserves, cash, and security hold- 
ings are at record highs. 
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Comparative Changes in Illinois Business 


Business activity in Illinois showed an increase from De- 
cember, 1943, to December, 1944, in nine of the” fourteen 
business indicators. The percentage changes are shown in 
Table | and Chart 1. Building permits showed an increase 
of 35.4 per cent, whereas construction contracts awarded 
decreased 37.2 per cent. 

Bank debits increased 21.2 per cent; life insurance 
sales, 4.7 per cent; the cost of living in Chicago, 2.6 per 
cent; and farm prices, 1.1 per cent. 

Department store sales increased 9.0 per cent and 
total industrial pay rolls and manufacturing pay rolls 
increased, 2.0 per cent and 0.9 per cent, respectively. 
Losses occurred in employment, 5.5 per cent in total in- 
dustry and 6.9 per cent in manufacturing industry. 

Electric power consumption increased 4.1 per cent, 
whereas there were declines of 3.0 per cent in coal pro- 
duction and of 7.8 per cent in petroleum production. 

A comparison of the December figures with those for 
November, as recorded in Table I, shows rather large 
increases in department store sales, 40.0 per cent; bank 
debits, 16.8 per cent; construction contracts awarded, 16.7 
per cent; and coal production, 11.6 per cent. The other 
classifications showed gains of from 0.3 per cent to 4.7 
per cent, with the exception of a decrease of 12.6 per 
cent in building permits. 

Index numbers on the 1935-1939 base are also shown 

1 Table I. 


TABLE I 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN ILLINOIS BUSINESS 








December, 1944 
|Percentage Change} 





Indicators from — 
Dec. Nov. | 1939= 
| 1943 E 1944 | 100. 

Bank debits'............ Silage gua | +21.2 | +16.8 | 264.8 
Building permits*................. | +35.4 | —12.6 | 86.1 
Coal production®.................| — 3.0 | +11.6 | 170.6 
Construction contracts awarded*...| —37.2 | +16.7 | 58.3 
Cost of living in Chicago®....... vol + 2.6!| + 0.3 | 126.3 
Department store sales*........... | + 9.0 | +40.0 | 278.2 
Electric power consumption’.......| + 4.1 | + 4.7 | 196.9 
Employment, industry*........... — 5.5| + 1.4] 139.4 
Employment, manufacturing’. ... . 6.9} + 1.0} 151.6 
ES ESET E ALA TE OE + 1.1} + 0.5 | 170.6 
Life insurance sales (ordinary)®: .. id 6.71 + 2.443663 
Pay Come, MGMT. gg 5 cc ceca + 2.0} + 2.8 | 255.5 
Pay rolls, manufacturing?.........| + 0.9 | + 2.3 | 298.9 
Petroleum production’®...........| — 7.8 | + 2.9 | 278.4 














*Board of Governors of Federal Reserve System; “Illinois 
Department of Labor; “Illinois Department of Mines and Min- 
erals; *F. W. Dodge Corporation ; *Bureau of Labor Sta- 
tistics, Chicago Regional Office; “Bureau of the Census; "Illi- 
nois Commerce Commission ; *THlinois Cooperative Crop Re- 
porting Service; *Life Insurance Sales Research Bureau, 
Hartford, Connecticut ; "State Geological Survey. 


Wholesale Prices 


The wholesale price index was higher in December, 1944, 
than in the same month a year ago, the increase being 1.5 
per cent. Increases occurred in chemicals, 4.4 per cent; 
farm products, 3.0 per cent; building materials, 2.6 per 
cent; textile products, 1.8 per cent; house furnishings 
goods, 1.6 per cent; fuel and lighting materials, 1.2 per 
cent; 


and hides and leather products, 0.3 per cent. There 
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Chart 1—Percentage Changes in Illinois Business, 
December, 1943, to December, 1944 


was no change in the index for the metals and metal 
products group and a decrease of 0.1 per cent in the 
foods group. The increase of 0.3 per cent over the No- 
vember, 1944, prices was partly due to increases of 1.0 
per cent in hides and leather products, 0.9 per cent in 
farm products, and 0.4 per cent in foods. 























TABLE II 
WHOLESALE PRICES 
December, 1944 
Percentage Change 
Commodity from Index 
1926 = 
Dec. Nov. ia 
1943 1944 
Ail commodities............ +1.5 +0.3 104.7 
a SOUR os katePeaee es +3.0 +0.9 125.5 
I RE eee —0.1 +0.4 105.5 
Hides and leather products. . +0.3 +1.0 117.4 
Textile products.............. +1.8 +0.1 99.5 
Fuel and lighting materials....| +1.2 0.0 83.1 
Metals and metal products. ... . 0.0 +0.1 103.8 
Building materials............ +2.6 0.0 116.4 
Chemicals and allied products..| +4.4 0.0 104.8 
House furnishing goods........ +1.6 0.0 104.4 
Miscellaneous commodities. ... . +1.0 +0.2 94.2 
Raw materials................ +2.2 +0.7 114.6 
Semimanufactured articles... .. +1.8 0.0 94.8 
Manufactured products........ +0.9 0.0 101.1 
All commodities other than 
farm Promucts. .........008 +1.0 +0.1 100.0 
All commodities other than 
farm products and food...... +1.3 +0.1 98.9 





Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics. 
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Bank Debits 


(Bank debits represent the dollar value of checks drawn 
against individual bank deposits. Approximately 90 per 
cent of all goods, property, and services is paid for by 
checks drawn upon individual bank accounts. Bank debits 
are regarded as indicators of the general trend of business. 
They are not so indicative when applied solely to New 
York and Chicago, since great transfers of funds take 
place between those cities. When taken as a whole, bank 
debits do indicate the general trend of business; however, 
changes in bank debits of Illinois cities other than Chicago 
are more significant to the businessman. American people, 
more than any other people, pay their bills with checks 
drawn on individual accounts.) 


Bank debits for the fifteen reporting Illinois cities in 
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December, 1944, were 21.2 per cent higher than those 
for December, 1943, and 16.8 per cent higher than in 
November, 1944. The increases in bank debits reflect the 
influence of Christmas buying and of the Sixth War Loan 
Drive. Total bank debits for the year 1944 were 12.9 per 
cent higher than those for the year 1943, 

Bank debits for December increased 15.0 per cent on 
a yearly basis in the Chicago Federal Reserve District, 
9.4 per cent in the St. Louis District, and 19.3 per cent 
in the United States. Increases from the November, 1944, 
bank debits for these samz categories were 16.3 per. cent, 
8.0 per cent, and 17.5 per cent, respectively. 


TABLE III 
BANK DEBITS IN FIFTEEN ILLINOIS CITIES 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 














Percentage Change 
Cit December December November December, 1944, from 
y 1944 1943 1944 
December November 

1943 1944 

sR ene PE ne me ee oe $8,246,415 $6,805 , 356 $7 ,058 ,406 +21.2 +16.8 
Diben. ...icincavstice hasan eas eR 16,409 15,355 14,390 + 6.9 +14.0 
OT rine Re BS bene GEM ee here 22,261 19,950 20,214 +11.6 +10.1 
ON 6 2 oun 5 bo Sake Wee ken oebead eel 24,571 22,615 26,124 + 8.6 — 5.9 
CPE o> vo i ddeeccdedendanssenes 00% 19,762 18,274 26,335 + 8.1 —25.0 
CORED. «sees bacenst lane sct ies Gan sahin eek 7,670,726 6,301,411 6,479 ,326 +21.7 +18.4 
nee scx ccvuchscducenapebeusecectesteieesa 19,756 19,129 18,301 + 3.3 + 8.0 
NES sick sn cde dee nee eeeea aks aaanee oh 44,192 35,704 57,426 +23.8 —23.0 
East St. Louis and National Stock Yards-......... 83 ,513 89,475 84,554 — 6.7 — 1.2 
BR. sna stKe EER RNa LEON eee Red weds Argan ea 13 ,602 13,559 12,498 + 0.3 + 8.8 
DOOR. . xc dikvca bata ba chvcwees lie sks eee ee 32,389 29,579 31,363 + 9.5 + 3.3 
NG a cn dtnsvudckiebstaimanbadeneseaneennd 16,124 17,180 14,582 — 6.1 +10.6 
Oe er ee Pe 5 PE 149 ,061 92,565 149 ,434 +61.0 — 0.2 
NOY o's Shacap vcusidwuah teens ounce beable and 18,554 18 ,499 17,612 + 0.3 + 5.3 
NN v8 cxndvesdets we ckitactian tinted 67 ,418 69 ,364 58,877 — 2.8 +14.5 
IN io oo ole sn victlcnienk eds Soe wanes 48 ,077 42 ,697 47 ,370 +12.6 + 1.5 




















Source: Board of Governors of the Federal Reserve System. 


Life Insurance Sales 


(Life insurance sales data are related to the financial con- 
ditions of individuals and particularly businessmen, because 
life insurance contracts are a form of savings.) 


Ordinary life insurance sales in Illinois in December, 
1944, were $53,989,000, an increase of 4.7 per cent over 
those for the same month a year ago and of 2.1 per cent 
over those for the previous month. Sales in the United 
States increased 7.2 per cent and 1.9 per cent, respec- 
tively, in the corresponding periods. 


Cash Farm Income 


October cash farm income, as reported by the United 
States Bureau of Agricultural Economics, was $116,466,- 
000, a decrease of 9.2 per cent from that for October, 
1943, but an increase of 49.2 per cent over that of Sep- 
tember, 1944. For the corresponding periods the cash farm 
income for the United States increased 7.7 per cent and 
24.2 per cent, respectively. For the first ten months of 
1944, cash farm income for Illinois was 3.1 per cent 
higher than for the corresponding period in 1943. 


Commercial Failures 


Illinois had only 3 commercial failures, with liabilities 
of $18,000, in November, 1944, as compared with 18 
failures, with liabilities of $406,000, in November, 1943. 
For the first eleven months of 1944 there were 86 failures, 
with liabilities of $1,016,000; for the same period in 1943, 
there were 266 failures, with liabilities of $2,358,000. 


TABLE IV 
COMMERCIAL FAILURES IN ILLINOIS 
(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 














November January-November 
Year 
Failures} Liabilities | Failures | Liabilities 
WE As cc akc aake 3 $ 18 86 $1,016 
Pe re 18 406 266 2,358 
eer 50 282 723 7,074 
a 54 587 757 7,879 
err 96 977 1,054 9,828 
a Sp ees 91 790 1,186 13,352 
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Source: Dun’s Statistical Review. 





PRODUCTION 
Coal 


In December, 1944, the coal production of shipping mines 
in Illinois was 6,203,155 tons, a decrease of 3.0 per cent 
from the December, 1943, figure but an increase of 11.6 
per cent over that for November, 1944. Production for 
the year 1944 was 70,985,253 tons, 5.2 per cent higher than 
for the year 1943. 

The December output of 82 shaft mines was 4,632,200 
tons and that of 24 strip mines was 1,570,955 tons. These 
106 reporting mines had 26,261 men who worked; and the 
average number of days worked was 22. 


Petroleum 

Petroleum production in Illinois in December, 1944, was 
6,236,000 barrels, a decrease of 7.8 per cent from the 
amount for December, 1943, but an increase of 2.9 per 
cent over that for November, 1944. Production for the 
year 1944 was 77,088,000 barrels, a decrease of 6.3 per cent 
from the 82,256,000 barrels recorded for the year 1943. 

The number of new producing wells completed in the 
month was 133, the same number completed in November 
of this year but 10 more than were completed in Decem- 
ber a year ago. The number completed in 1944 was 1,299, 
as compared with 1,087 in the previous year. 


Electric Power Production 

(Electric power production is generally accepted as indic- 
ative of business activity; however, it is a measure of 
industrial output rather than of general business. Produc- 
tion differs from consumption by the amount of interstate 
transfers.) 

For November, 1944, electric power production, as 
shown by the report of the Federal Power Commission, 
was 1,263,773,000 kilowatt hours, an increase of 4.1 per 


cent over that for November, 1943, and of 3.8 per cent 


over that for October, 1944. 

Production for the United States showed decreases of 
1.7 per cent from the same month a year ago and- of 0.4 
per cent from the preceding month. 


Electric Power Consumption 
(Electric power consumption is commonly used as a 
measure of industrial activity since practically all indus- 
tries use electrical power to some extent.) 

The total number of kilowatt hours of electricity sold 
to ultimate consumers in Illinois in December, 1944, was 
1,101,372,250, an increase of 4.1 per cent over the sales 
for December, 1943, and of 4.7 per cent over those for 
November, 1944, These sales were reported by the eleven 
largest electric utility companies in the State. 





CONSTRUCTION 
Building Permits 


(As a measure of business activity, building permits serve 
to measure building operations planned rather than actual 
construction under way. Care must be taken in interpret- 
ing these data to allow for the lag which may occur be- 
tween the issuance of the permit and the commencement 
of the actual construction work. However, the status of 
construction is vital to labor because of the large body 
of workers engaged directly in erecting buildings and be- 
cause all workers are concerned in obtaining suitable 
dwellings at reasonable costs.) 





The value of building permits for the 181 reporting ~ 
Illinois cities for December, 1944, was $4,968,292, an in- | 
creast of 35.4 per cent over that for December, 1943, but — 
a decrease of 12.6 per cent from that for November, 1944, © 

Permit valuations for new residential building were 
almost double those for the same month a year ago. The 
value for new nonresidential building increased 14.1 per ” 
cent, whereas that for additions, alterations, repairs, ~ 
and installations decreased 5.6 per cent. When the value 
for December is compared with that for November, new © 
residential building increased 9.9 per cent, whereas new 
nonresidential building and additions, alterations, repairs 
and installations decreased 41.1 per cent and 13.3 per ~ 
cent, respectively. 

For the year 1944, the value of building permits 
amounted to $57,489,904, an increase of 42.9 per cent over 
the $40,226,037 reported for_ 1943, but a decrease of 23.1 
per cent from the $74,790,916 in 1942. 

In December, 1944, building permits valued at $2,502, 
396 were issued in Chicago, an increase of 46.8 per cent 
from the amount for December, 1943, but a decrease of 
11.6 per cent from that of November, 1944. 


at 


Construction Contracts Awarded 
(The record of the valuation of actual contracts awarded 
is even more indicative of construction activity than build- 
ing permits. Permits indicate intentions to build, but con- 
tracts awarded are much more definite indications that 
the work will actually be accomplished.) 

In December, 1944, the value of construction contracts 
awarded was $9,691,000, a decrease of 37.2 per cent from 
the amount for December, 1943, but an increase of 16.7 
per cent over that for November, 1944. 

When the value for December is compared with that 
for December a year ago an increase of 5.5 per cent 
is shown for residential building; however, a 56.6 per cent 
decline occurred in nonresidential building which ac- 
counted for the 37.0 per cent decrease in total bnilding. 
Public works and utilities recorded a decline of 388 
per cent. 

The volume of contracts awarded for residential build- 
ing was almost double that for November, 1944, whereas 
the amount for nonresidential building declined almost 
one-fourth. The result was a gain of 12.5 per cent in total 
building. There was a gain of 49.1 per cent in public 
works and utilities. 

The value of total construction for the twelve-month 
period in 1944 was 19.9 per cent less than for the cor- 
responding period in 1943. 


TABLE V 
CONSTRUCTION CONTRACTS AWARDED 
IN ILLINOIS 


(000 omitted from dollar amounts) 

















Percentage Change 

Dec., 1944, from 

Type of Construction = pr ney 

Dec. Nov. 

1943 1944 
Total Construction. .| $9,691 $15,441 $8,302 |— 37.2] + 16.7 
Total Building........ 8,255 13,094 7,339 — 37.0] + 12.5 
Residential. ........ 4,371 4,144 2,279 + 5.5 + 91.8 
Nonresidential. ..... 3,884 8,950 5,060 |— 56.6 | — 23.2 

Public works and 

OR Sa 1,436 2,347 963 |— 38.8] + 49.1 




















Source: F. W. Dodge Corporation. 
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RETAIL TRADE 


Department Stores 


(Department store statistics are well recognized and fre- 
quently used by businessmen as a measure of trading 
activity and retail distribution. Since department stores 
handle a broad and varied line of merchandise the volume 
of their sales is considered a rather reliable reflection of 
purchasing power.) 

in December, 1944, sales of 34 reporting independent 
department stores in Illinois were 9.0 per cent higher 
than in December, 1943, and 40.0 per cent higher than in 
November, 1944. Department store sales experienced a 
large dollar volume of Christmas business. The greatly in- 
creased wartime incomes of many customers and their 
purchase of many of the luxury items were important 
factors contributing to the high sales record. Department 
store sales for 1944 were 9.0 per cent higher than sales 
for the year 1943. This was especially significant in view 
of the shortages of many types of merchandise and the 
limitations on civilian production. 

Sales of 10 reporting independent department stores 
in Chicago for December, 1944, were 7.0 per cent higher 
than those for the same month a year ago and 41.0 per 
cent higher than for November this year. Comparison of 
sales for the year 1944 with those of the year 1943 
showed an increase of 7.0 per cent. 


TABLE VI 


RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY KIND OF BUSINESS 




















Percentage Change © 
December, 1944, from 
Kind of Business 
December | November 

1943 1944 
TOT Abin disotck ti ee cheese eee + 9 +28 
DEPARTMENT STORES........... +9 +40 
OTHER KINDS OF BUSINESS..... +9 +22 
Food Goma c5:s os bart. exnda tpcned +11 +13 
Grocery stores (without fresh meats) +13 +13 
Combination stores (groceries, meats) +11 +14 
Meat markets, fish markets........ +12 +10 
Candy, nut, confectionery stores. .. +13 +7 
Eating and Drinking Places......... +7 + 3 

Restaurants, cafeterias, lunchrooms + 5 “1 
i eee ee +12 +14 
General Stores (with foods)......:... +11 +22 
Liquor Stores (packaged goods)...... +12 +50 
FORM s  Fideseewks 250 +11 +86 
yo Re Seer ere rer + 4 —1i1 
Fuel and Ice Dealers............... — § +31 
| RE eres re +1 +30 
Dry Goods and General Mdse. Stores. . +13 +67 
Apparel Group...........-.-.06+00- +18 +33 
Men's clothing and furnishings stores +23 +54 
Family clothing stores. ........... +16 +28 
Women’s ready-to-wear stores..... +12 +19 
NE I. sa’ 5. cen 0 R07 ee Ahe eae +42 +18 
JOwRE OOIIs 0 56 i.e bo nck chedadeses + 2 +122 
Automotive Group. ................ —10 —14 
Motor-vehicle MR ecGhis « w44.s'o-2 —11 —15 
Furniture-Household-Radio Group. . . +13 +15 
Furniture stores.................. +13 +13 
Household appliance dealers....... + 5 +15 
Lumber-Building-Hardware Group... —4 — 6 
Hardware stores................. +13 +18 
Lumber-building materials dealers. . —14 —14 
FETE Pete oe x +14 

*Less than 0.5 per cent. 


Source: Bureau of the Census. 
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Other Kinds of Business 
The sales of 1,879 independent retail stores other than 
department stores in Illinois for December, 1944, showed 
an increase of 9.0 per cent over those for December, 1943, 
and were 22.0 per cent above November, 1944. Sales for 
the year were 8.0 per cent higher than for the year 1943. 

Shoe stores registered the greatest gain in sales, 42.0 
per cent, for December, 1944, as compared with Decem- 
ber, 1943. Men’s clothing and furnishings stores increased 
their sales 23.0 per cent; the apparel group, 18.0 per cent; 
family clothing stores, 16.0 per cent; grocery stores, 
candy, nut, and confectionery stores, dry goods and 
general merchandise stores, hardware stores, furniture 
stores, and the furniture-household-radio group, 13.0 per 
cent each; meat markets, liquor stores, drinking places, 
and women’s’ ready-to-wear stores, 12.0 per cent each; 
the food group, combination stores, general stores, and 
florists, 11.0 per cent each. Sales decreases of 14.0 per 
cent, 11.0 per cent, and 10.0 per cent were recorded for 
lumber-building materials dealers, motor vehicle dealers, 
and the automotive group, respectively. Eight other classi- 
fications showed changes varying from an increase of 7.0 
per cent to a decrease of 5.0 per cent. 

Comparison of December sales with those for Novem- 
ber showed large gains for jewelry stores, 122.0 per cent; 
florists, 86.0 per cent; dry goods and general merchandise 
stores, 67.0 per cent; men’s clothing and furnishings stores, 
54.0 per cent; liquor stores, 50.0 per cent; the apparel 
group, 33.0 per cent; fuel and ice dealers, 31.0 per cent; 
drug stores, 30.0 per cent; family clothing stores, 28.0 
per cent; and general stores, 22.0 per cent. Eleven classi- 
fications had gains of from 10.0 per cent to 19.0 per cent, 
two less than 10.0 per cent, and one no change, whereas 
five registered decreases. 

The December sales of 621 reporting independent 
retail stores other than department stores in Chicago 
registered gains of 9.0 per cent over those for the same 
month a year ago and of 17.0 per cent over those for the 
previous month. Sales for the year were 9.0 per cent 
over those for the year 1943. 


TABLE VII 


RETAIL SALES OF ILLINOIS INDEPENDENT 
STORES BY CITY AND POPULATION GROUP 














Percentage Change 
December, 1944, from 
City and Population Group 
December November 

1943 1944 

Cities—100,000 and over.......... +9 +27 
CRIN b's Soutien 4 40th Actes t + 8 +27 
PUNE Ss ois lg sk es sc akc apes +20 +32 
Cities—50,000 to 99,999........... +11 +31 
NE Big oa oes no aw arleuk tal a 5 2 + 1 +20 
ee nen ew krone +15 +33 
East St. Louis........ ba cs eee ws +4 +35 
aio 55 wo6 Wen tee Sea ke +8 +33 
Sorin. FS. . o Siee so. 0% Feds +15 +33 
Cities—25,000 to 49,999........... + 8 +39 
PN ee oS 2 Oe ilo < Vek ak a + 6 +29 
Bloomington..................- +12 +22 
Es bark baa kd Ve vn nea ees +11 +53 
Rock Island-Moline............ + 8 +45 
Cities—i0,000 to 24,999........... +10 +32 
Cities—5,000 to 9,999...........4. +7 +13 
Cities—2,500 to 4,999............. + 5 +23 
Places of less than 2,500.......... +10 +11 








Source: Bureau of the Census. 











EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS 


(Factory employment data are collected from reports 
made by cooperating firms. The changes are recorded 
month by month from data supplied by identical firms; 
thus the change in employment in one month is on a 
comparable basis with the previous month. 

Pay rolls refer to the amount of money paid to wage 
earners employed in the reporting establishments. There 
are many other sources of income besides pay rolls. 
Therefore, the value of the pay-roll data depends upon 
the type of employment and income of the area. The pay- 
roll funds flow mainly into consumption-goods markets.) 

In December, 1944, employment, as reported by a 
sample group of Illinois establishments, increased 1.4 per 
cent over that for November and pay rolls increased 2.8 
per cent. Seasonal increases in department and variety 
stores were an important item in the employment and pay 
roll gains. Total industrial employment decreased 5.5 per 
cent from that of December, 1943, but pay rolls increased 
2.0 per cent. 

Employment in the manufacturing establishments in- 
creased 1.0 per cent from that for November, the only 
increase reported for these industries in 1944, except the 
0.4 per cent increase from May to June. Increases oc- 
curred in chemicals and allied products, 2.7 per cent; 
paper goods, printing, and publishing, 2.0 per cent; trans- 
portation equipment, 1.8 per cent; stone, clay, and glass 
products, 1.5 per cent; food, beverages, and tobacco, 1.3 


per cent; leather and allied products, 1.1 per cent; metals 
and machinery, 0.5 per cent; and wood and allied products, 
0.4 per cent. Declines were shown in the clothing and 
millinery industries, 1.2 per cent; rubber products, 1.1 
per cent; and textiles, 0.8 per cent. Pay rolls increased 2.3 
per cent over those for the previous month. When com- 
pared with the figures for December, 1943, manufacturing 
employment decreased 6.9 per cent, whereas pay rolls in- 
creased 0.9 per cent. 

Both employment and pay rolls in nonmanufacturing 
industries increased from the November figures, 2.7 per 
cent and 5.0 per cent, respectively. The largest increase in 
employment was 19.5 per cent for department and variety 
stores, whereas the largest decrease was 16.8 per cent for 
building construction and contracting. Large increases in 
pay rolls were recorded for mail order houses, 16.9 per 
cent; department and variety stores, 16.0 per cent; and coal 
mining, 14.3 per cent. The only decrease in pay rolls was 
19.0 per cent for building construction and contracting. 

Gross weekly earnings for Illinois workers in all re- 
porting establishments reached new peaks: $47.22 for men 
and women combined, $55.47 for men, and $32.66 for 
women. Earnings in manufacturing establishments were 
$50.09 for the two combined, $56.27 for men and $35.45 
for women. 


TABLE VIII 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN EMPLOYMENT AND PAY ROLLS FOR 
ILLINOIS REPORTING ESTABLISHMENTS BY CITY 





























Percentage Change December, 1944, from November, 1944 
City—Area All Reporting Manufacturing Nonmanufacturing 
Establishments Establishments Establishments 
Employment Pay Rolls | Employment Pay Rolls | Employment Pay Rolls 

p og BRS Ae <a arene +1.4 +2.8 +1.0 +2.3 +2.7 +5.0 
CHICAGO METROPOLITAN AREA.. +1.2 +2.6 +0.6 +2.1 +2.7 +4.5 
Ee cr, cenet in evwedséewee +1.1 +2.5 +0.5 +1.9 +2.5 +4.7 
SEINE no iis Kad deeeasenes +1.6 +3.1 +1.1 +3.2 +5.6 +2.9 
DOWNSTATE AREA................ +1.8 +3.2 +1.7 +2.6 +2.6 +6.8 
Alton-Wood River................... +2.0 —2.1 +1.9 —2.0 +4.3 —3.0 
(ER ir Ore Tre eee ee +0.6 +0.7 —0.1 +0.1 +11.2 +21.8 
AG cpinebiiukah cease cmed nboesa —0.9 —2.3 —1.0 —1.4 ad nth 
ee ne +3.4 +4.4 +2.7 +4.4 +7.7 +4.3 
DE c¥ebadavedevedescehoarnbéer +1.1 +2.8 +0.6 +3.0 +4.8 +0.8 
RON od Os ce caw edb aul +4.0 +6.4 +3.0 +6.2 +17.7 +13.3 
East St. Louis area.................. +2.3 +0.6 +2.9 +0.9 —0.8 —1.5 
SEG s a a's cha diniean dred oe Rea Rend +1.5 +3.6 +0.5 +3.7 +11.5 +2.3 
RE ee ee er +2.4 +3.7 +2.4 +3.0 ni sige 
Cormmete CIty OHOE.. occ ceccccacovcccs +1.7 +2.6 +1.3 +2.5 +5.9 . +3.9 
iota EEE SA PG Oe NEE +2.7 +5.1 +1.9 +4.2 +12.3 +22.5 
ankakee-Bradley area.............. +7.2 +16.8 +7.5 +17.8 ora ik 

La Salle-Peru-Oglesby............... —0.3 +0.9 —0.5 —0.1 +3.1 +15.3 
DEGMMG. 2.0 sccccccccccccccccccccces —0.6 +0.5 —1.0 +0.4 +4.3 +4.5 
I sg es sat ars-ah'w ont aig d Gaeta +2.4 +3.7 +2.0 +3.7 +5.3 +4.3 
ins sks wa eenhentdbendtaek weed +0.4, +11.3 —0.2 +11.8 +7.3 +2.6 
ha ois ate 2 teria J we ele &% ore +0.8 +4.8 +0.8 +5.0 +2.1 —5.0 
SS RES Ba ee ae —0.5 —0.2 —0.4 —0.1 ta ol 
I a ES Shs no doen cibre wa a +0.6 —0.4 —0.1 —0.8 +2.9 +1.5 
| re +2.6 +5.7 +2.6 +5.8 oa if? 
NY Ren ccbccbenkences evens’ +1.8 +3.5 +2.1 +1.8 +1.0 +7.9 























Source: Illinois Department of Labor. 
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(The cost of living is a price barometer, not a measure of 
the total amount spent for family living. The cost of living 
measures the changes in prices of food, clothing, rent, 
fuel, house furnishings, transportation, personal services, 
and a variety of miscellaneous goods purchased by fam- 
ilies of moderate income. Cost of food accounts for 
over 40 per cent of the index. The index does not measure 
changes in the expenditures of the average family for 
consumers’ goods and services. It measures only the 
changes in family expenditures resulting from price 
changes. The index is very important when related to 
consumers’ earnings.) 

The index of the cost of living in Chicago on the 
1935-1939 base was 126.3 for December, 1944. This was 
an increase of 2.6 per cent over the index for December, 
1943, and was the result of increases in house furnish- 
ings, 13.5 per cent; clothing, 6.0 per cent; miscellaneous 
items, 3.5 per cent; food, 2.1 per_cent; fuel, electricity, 
and ice, 0.8 per cent; and rent, 0.1 per cent. 

The increase of 0.3 per cent from the cost of living 
in the previous month was due to slight advances in all 
the commodity groups except fuel, electricity, and, ice, 
which showed no change. The rise of 0.5 per cent in the 
food index was chiefly the result of a 2.7 per cent in- 
crease in the price of fresh fruits and vegetables. Scar- 
city of lower-priced textile goods caused the clothing 
index to advance 0.7 per cent. Rents are now surveyed 














semiannually in Chicago, hence the 0.1 per cent increase 
TABLE IX 
COST OF LIVING IN CHICAGO 
Percentage Change 
December, 1944, from Index 
Commodity 1935-1939 = 
December | November 100° 
1943 1944 
Cf eee + 2.6 +0.3 126.3 
Peed... «cshtewtessenes + 2.1 +0.5 136.5 
a Oe Pe + 6.0 +0.7 137.4 
Nt. ctigapwaantaive’ + 0.1 +0.1 114.8 
Fuel, electricity, andice} + 0.8 0.0 105.2 
House furnishings.... . . +13.5 +0.6 140.6 
Miscellaneous......... + 3.5 +0.2 121.1 














Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


COST OF LIVING 


for December is the change from the June, 1944, figure. 
Increases in retail prices for dining room sets, dinner- 
ware, towels, and cook stoves were chiefly responsible for 
the 0.6 per cent increase in the house furnishings index. 
Higher prices for shoe repairs, cigars, hospital rates, 
laundry soap, and matches contributed to the increase of 
0.2 per cent recorded for the miscellaneous group. 


Retail Food Prices 


The December, 1944, cost of food in Chicago was 2.1 per 
cent higher than in December, 1943, and 0.5 per cent 
above that for November, 1944. When compared with 
figures for December a year ago, the price of fats and 
oils remained unchanged and increases in price occurred 
in all the other classifications. The slight increase in price 
of food over that for November was partly due to the 
increase of 2.7 per cent in the price of fresh fruits and 
vegetables. 

The retail price of food in Peoria for December, 1944, 
was 0.2 per cent less than for the same month a year ago. 
However, there were increases in the price of dried fruits 
and vegetables, 3.2 per cent; fresh fruits and vegetables, 
2.7. per cent; fruits and vegetables, 1.8 per cent; cereals 
and bakery goods, 1.5 per cent; and dairy products, 0.1 
per cent. These increases were more than counterbalanced 
by declines in the price of eggs, 4.1 per cent; meats, 2.0 
per cent; canned fruits and vegetables, 1.6 per cent; 
beverages, 0.8 per cent; fats and oils, 0.2 per cent; and 
sugar and sweets, 0.1 per cent. Comparison with the price 
of all foods for November showed an increase of 0.2 
per cent. 

In Springfield, the cost of food for December, 1944, 
was 0.7 per cent higher than in December a year ago. In- 
creases occurred in the price of fresh fruits and vege- 
tables, 7.5 per cent; fruits and vegetables, 4.5 per cent; 
and cereals and bakery goods, 1.8 per cent. Declines in 
price were recorded for eggs, 4.4 per cent; dried fruits 
and vegetables, 2.3 per cent; fats and oils, 1.4 per cent; 
canned fruits and vegetables, 13 per cent; sugar and 
sweets, 1.2 per cent; meats and beverages, 0.8 per cent 
each; and dairy products, 0.3 per cent. The increase in 
the price of food over that for November was only 0.1 
per cent, and in seven of the groups price variations were 
slight. 

















TABLE X 
PERCENTAGE CHANGES IN RETAIL FOOD COSTS 
Percentage Change December, 1944, from 
Commodity Group December, 1943 November, 1944 
Chicago Peoria Springfield Chicago Peoria Springfield 
RE i cinch asec taenthtokacnvuk + 2.1 — 0.2 + 0.7 + 0.5 + 0.2 + 0.1 
Cereals and bakery goods.............. + 2.5 + 1.5 + 1.8 0.9 + 0.1 + 0.1 
MOOR. 4 kiran caso od cede RchtesVewas + 1.2 — 2.0 — 0.8 — 0.1 + 0.2 — 0.3 
Daley pementes ... 006s cy onc vecceecens + 0.1 + 0.1 — 0.3 0.0 + 0.2 — 0.2 
Pc cn cepetasadidecisis vvaneetekate + 0.8 — 4.1 — 4.4 + 0.6 — 0.7 — 3.2 
Fruits and vegetables.................. + 5.2 + 1.8 + 4.5 + 2.0 + 0.3 + 1.6 
POE ate ve'é 00.-00ii8 & Gar iewes 3b aed + 6.7 + 2.7 + 7.5 + 2.7 + 0.6 + 2.6 
(Ahh 6 heed nade i eas Sbaeakas + 0.5 — 1.6 — 1.3 — 0.1 — 0.4 — 0.5 
EE dist bve ss <ababesnvevatenteaeen + 1.5 + 3.2 — 2.3 — 0.5 — 0.1 — 0.3 
ee ee Sat ere + 0.9 — 0.8 — 0.8 0.0 + 0.3 0.0 
FA Mosk 5 is cosheonereecabeant 0.0 — 0.2 — 1.4 + 0.1 + 0.5 + 0.5 
Sugar and sweets.................eee0- + 1.3 -— 0.1 — 1.2 -— 0.2 + 2.6 — 2.1 




















Source: Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regiona! Office. 
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BUSINESS CONDITIONS IN ILLINOIS CITIES * 


ALTON (Pop. 31,255) 


(Alton, on the Mississippi River, manufactures ammunition, brass, 
bricks, glass, flour, leather, paper, steel, boats, tents, awnings, liquid 
bluing, beer, vinegar, whiting, and men’s clothing. Lime and building 
stone quarries, foundries, and an oil refinery are other industries.) 

For all reporting establishments, a diverse trend occurred: 
employment increased 2.0 per cent but pay rolls declined 
2.1 per cent. Metals and machinery, chemicals, leather prod- 
ucts, and paper goods, printing and publishing industries 
employed more workers in December but paid out less in 
wages. Manufacturing emplayment is off nearly 20 per cent 
and factory pay rolls 15 per cent in the Alton-Wood River 
area as compared with wartime peaks in 1943. Bank debits 
for December were 6.9 per cent above those for a year ago, 
and 14.0 per cent higher than in November, 1944. Building 
permits were 114.9 per cent above the amount for November. 


AURORA (Pop. 47,170) 


(Aurora, an important city in the Fox River Valley, presents a diver- 
sified list of industries engaged in manufacturing railroad coaches, con- 
veying, pumping and road machinery, steel furniture, tools, hardware 
specialties, aluminum ingots, auto accessories, textile and dairy 
products.) 

The increase of 0.6 per cent in employment for December 
largely reflected conditions in wholesale and retail trade estab- 
lishments. The gain of 0.7 per cent in pay rolls was the 
result of increased wage payments in metals and machinery, 
wholesale and retail trade, service, and building construction 
industries. Manufacturing concerns employed 10 per cent 
fewer workers and paid out 3 per cent less in wages than 
in the peak period of 1943. Bank debits were 10.1 per cent 
higher than in the previous month, and 11.6 per cent above 
those for December, 1943. Retail sales showed gains of 29 
per cent over those for November and 6 per cent over the 
amount for December, 1943. 


BELLEVILLE (Pop. 28,405) 


(Belleville is an important industrial city producing stoves, drinking 
fountains, bricks, caskets, castings, chemicals, beer, shingle-cutting 
and mining machinery, enameled wire, flour, leather products, shoes, 
stencil machines, and men’s and women’s clothing. Coal mining is 
another industry.) 

Both employment and pay rolls declined in December, the 
decreases amounting to 0.9 per cent and 2.3 per cent, respec- 
tively. Reduced activity in clothing and food manufacturing 
concerns and in building construction was the chief cause of 
these declines. Employment and pay rolls in Belleville manu- 
facturing industries showed little change in 1944; at present 
employment is 35 per cent less, and wage payments 18 per 
cent more, than the average level of 1935-39. Bank debits for 
December were 11.4 per cent higher than in November, and 
17.9 per cent above those for December, 1943. 


BLOOMINGTON (Pop. 32,868) 


(Bloomington, in the midst of a rich farming area, is an important 
producer of oil heaters, electric refrigerators, air conditioning and 
ventilating equipment, furnaces, stoves, boilers, washing machines 
and ironers, railroad equipment, dairy products, canned vegetables, 
and candy. Railroad shops.) 

Increased activity in metals and machinery, transportation 
equipment, paper goods, printing and publishing, and whole- 
sale and retail trade establishments resulted in substantial 
gains of 3.4 per cent in number of workers and 4.4 per cent in 
wage payments. Both employment and pay rolls registered sharp 
gains in 1944 and are approximately 25 per cent higher than 
a year ago. Bank debits, although 5.9 per cent below the 
November figure, were 8.6 per cent higher than in December, 
1943. Retail sales were 22 per cent higher than those for No- 
vember and-12 per cent above those for a year ago. The 
valuation of building permits issued in 1944 was approximately 
five times the total for 1943. 


CHICAGO (Pop. 3,396,808) 


(Chicago, the second largest city in the United States, is the terminus 
of 39 railroads, including 23 trunk lines, and it has 21 airports within 
a 20-mile radius. It is the livestock and grain market of the world and 
the largest mail order distributing center. Chicago leads the world in 
the production of meat products, telephone equipment, furniture, agri- 
cultural implements, jewelry, foundry products, railroad supplies, gas 
and electric appliances, machinery, musical instruments, and radio and 
auto accessories.) ° 

*The reports are written from materials supplied by the Chambers of 
Commerce, Illinois Department of Labor, Federal Reserve Banks, United 
States Bureau of Labor Statistics, Chicago Regional Office. 


Employment and pay rolls registered gains of 1.1 per 
cent and 2.5 per cent, respectively, in December. The most 
substantial increases occurred in transportation equipment, 
paper goods, printing and publishing, food manufacturing, and 
wholesale and retail trade establishments. Factory employ- 
ment was about 7 per cent lower than in November, 1943, 
but pay rolls were nearly 2 per cent higher. Bank debits 
showed substantial gains, 18.4 per cent and 21.7 per cent, 
respectively, over those for a month ago and a year ago. 
Retail sales were 27 per cent greater than in November, and 
8 per cent above those for December, 1943. The cost of 
living in December was only 0.3 per cent above that for No- 
vember, but 2:6 per cent higher than a year ago. Retail food 
prices rose 2.1 per cent in the year. 


DANVILLE (Pop. 36,919) 


(Danville has a diversified list of industries, including coal mining, 
clay products, textiles, coal-mining machinery, foundry and machine 
shop products, leather, hardware, lumber, furnaces, hemp products, 
and food processing.) E 

Gains in transportation equipment and food manufac- 
turing concerns were chiefly responsible for the increases of 
1.1 per cent in employment and 2.8 per cent in pay rolls re- 
ported for December. In the year 1944, employment and pay 
rolls in manufacturing industries registered declines of 15 
per cent and 5 per cent, respectively. Bank debits were 8.0 
per cent higher than in November and 3.3 per cent above the 
amount for December, 1943. No building activity was reported 
for the month, and the value of building permits issued for 
the year 1944 was only a small fraction of the 1943. total. 


DECATUR (Pop. 62,976) 


(Decatur, the center of soybean production and processing, is the 
soybean capital of America. The city has important concerns manu- 
facturing metals and textiles as well as corn, soybean and grain 
processing, agricultural food manufacturing, dairies and creameries, 
and printing and publishing industries.) 

Increased activity in war production plants largely ac- 
counted for the December gains of 4.0 per cent in employ- 
ment and 6.4 per cent in pay rolls. Wholesale and retail trade 
establishments also reported more workers and higher pay 
rolls for December. However, employment was down 12 per 
cent and pay rolls 6 per cent from their January, 1944, peak 
levels. Bank debits for December declined 23.0,per cent from 
the November figure, but were 23.8 per cent higher than in 
December, 1943. Retail sales were 33 per cent higher than for 
November and 15 per cent greater than a year ago. Building 
permits gained 114.6 per cent in December. 


EAST ST. LOUIS (Pop. 75,609) 


(East St. Louis is a leader in the State in meat packing. Other im- 
portant industries are chemicals, aluminum, iron and steel foundries 
and machine shops, railroad equipment, zinc smelting, machine tools 
and valves, rubber reclaiming, oil refineries, and rock quarries. The 
general area of East St. Louis is one of the most highly industrialized 
regions of the State.) 

Employment rose 2.3 per cent and pay rolls 0.6 per cent 
in December, chiefly because of increased activity in stone, 
clay and glass and chemical products manufacturing. For the 
year, manufacturing industries reported declines of nearly 
10 per cent in both employment and pay rolls. Bank debits 
were off 1.2 per cent from the November figure and 6.7 per 
cent lower than in December, 1943. Retail sales were 3 per 
cent greater in 1944 than in 1943; December sales were 35 
per cent above the November amount and 4 per cent greater 
than in December, 1943. 


ELGIN (Pop. 38,333) 


(Elgin has important industries producing watches, dairy products, 
thread and yarn, automobile accessories, water softeners, street sweep- 
ers, woodwork, store equipment, ovens, cylinders, shoes, clothing, 
steel cabinets, and tools. Publishing is another important industry.) 

Small gains in employment and substantially higher wage 
payments in the important metals and machinery establish- 
ments were chiefly responsible for the increases of 1.5 per 
cent in number of workers and 3.6 per cent in pay rolls. 
Wholesale and retail trade concerns reported gains in both 
items. Factory employment has declined 12 per cent from its 
1943 peak, but manufacturing pay rolls are 8 per cent higher. 
Bank debits were 8.8 per cent higher than in November, The 
valuation of building permits issued was 9.3 per cent higher 
than for November. For the year 1944, building construction 
was more than four times as great, measured by permit 
valuations, as. in 1943. 


. { 10] 











ao oben oo i 








ee le: a Se 


aw SS F 








FREEPORT (Pop. 25,065) 


(Freeport is an important manufacturing center, surrounded by a rich 
grain and dairy farm region. Some important industries are insurance 
and the manufacture of batteries, toys, hardware, farm machinery, oil 
burners, windmills, medicines, food products, printing and electrical 
equipment.) 

Conditions accompanying increased activity in the im- 
portant metals and machinery concerns were chiefly respon- 
sible for the gains of 2.4 per cent in employment and 3.7 per 
cent in pay rolls. Pay rolls in Freeport manufacturing plants 
are approximately 4 per cent higher than a year ago, whereas 
the number of employed workers is 8 per cent less. No build- 
ing permits were issued in the month. For the year 1944, the 
valuation of permits amounted to $38,070, as compared with a 


total of $63,160 for 1943. 
JOLIET (Pop. 42,365) 


(Joliet is an important industrial city manufacturing wallpaper, wire, 
roofing, gas ranges, fire brick, horse shoes, packaging machines, 
bakery machinery, chemicals, calendars, cartons, tanks, beer, barrels, 
dairy products, and work clothing. Railroad shops, oil refineries, coal 
mines, limestone quarries.) 

In the Joliet area increases of 2.7 per cent in employment 
and 5.1 per cent in pay rolls occurred in December. The chief 
cause of these gains was increased activity in concerns which 
manufacture chemical products. Factory employment and pay 
rolls in the area are about 40 per cent and 20 per cent, re- 
spectively, below the wartime peak which they reached in 
December, 1941. Bank debits were 3.3 per cent higher than 
in November, and 9.5 per cent greater than in December, 
1943. Retail sales were 11 per cent better than a year ago, 
and 53 per cent above the November amount. Building permits 
rose sharply, with a gain of 195.2 per cent over November. 


KANKAKEE (Pop. 22,241) 


(Kankakee, located in a rich, diversified farming area, is an important 
manufacturing center for agricultural implements, furniture, textiles, 
building materials, paints, foundry and machine shop products, and 
stone quarries.) 

Increased activity of an important firm engaged in war 
production and classified in the metals and machinery group 
largely accounted for the sharp increases of 7.2 per cent in 
employment and 16.8 per cent in pay rolls reported for the 
area in December. For manufacturing plants in the area, em- 
ployment and pay rolls are now at peak levels of wartime 
operation. Building permits issued in the month showed a 
greatly decreased valuation; for the year, however, the valua- 
tion of such permits was $230,561, more than four times the 
$52,935 reported for 1943. 


MATTOON (Pop. 17,532) 


(Mattoon is a strategically located city producing kitchen furniture, 
shoes, roofing, Diesel engines, foundry products, broomcorn, and 
brooms. The shops of two large railroads and two truck terminals are 
located in the city and it is surrounded by a rich grain, livestock, 
poultry, and fruit farming region.) 

Employment showed a decline of 1.2 per cent from No- 
vember, whereas pay rolls rose 8.8 per cent. When compared 
with figures for December, 1943, increases were reported for 
both items: 0.4 per cent for number of workers and 5.7 
per cent for wage payments. General business activity shows 
little change. Bank debits showed a decline of 2.7 per cent 
from those for November, but were 3.6 per cent higher than 
in December, 1943. The latest (October) figures for sales 
tax collections indicate a slight decline in retail sales from 
a year ago, and a small gain over the amount reported for 
September. 


PEORIA (Pop. 105,087) 


(Peoria is the largest producer of earth-moving equipment in the 
world. It has large distilleries, chemical plants, agricultural implement 
plants, and stockyards. It also manutactures cotton goods, pharma- 
ceuticals, malleable iron, and steel products such as wire, rods, fencing, 
stoves and furnaces. Agricultural foods and soybeans are processed. 
Peoria is one of the highly diversified industrial cities of the State.) 

_ Most of the 2.4 per cent increase in employment and the 
3.7 per cent rise in pay rolls can be attributed to the metals 
and machinery firms. Manufacturing employment and pay 
rolls in the area are 6 per cent and 11 per cent, respectively, 
higher than a year ago. Bank debits were 61.0 per cent higher 
than in December, 1943, but 0.2 per cent lower than in No- 
vember, 1944. Retail sales for December were 32 per cent 
above the November amount and 20 per cent above that for 
December, 1943. Construction activity for the year 1944 more 
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than doubled that for 1943. The retail cost of food rose only 
0.2 per cent for the month, and was 0.2 per cent less than 
in December, 1943. 


QUINCY (Pop. 40,469) 


(Quincy has important industries producing stoves, ranges, furnaces, 
pumps, industrial trailers, poultry equipment, showcases and store 
fixtures, shoes, plumbing and steam equipment, and machine tools. 
Agricultural products are stored and processed.) 

Employment showed a slight gain of 0.4 per cent and 
pay rolls a sharp rise of 11.3 per cent in December. More 
workers were employed by wholesale and retail establish- 
ments. Most of the pay roll increase resulted from sub- 
stantially larger wage disbursements in metals and machinery 
establishments. For the manufacturing group, both employ- 
ment and pay rolls were down 25 per cent from their war- 
time peak of June-July, 1943. Bank debits were virtually un- 
changed from a year ago, and were 5.3 per cent higher than 
in November. Building activity for the month was negligible. 


ROCKFORD (Pop. est. 93,000: Metropolitan 
Area est. 110,000) 


(Rockford is the third largest city of the State. It is an important 
manufacturing center for machine tools, piston rings, gears, and auto- 
mobile parts, aluminum castings, furniture, textiles, hardware, wood 
and iron-working machinery, pianos, stoves, leather goods, air con- 
ditioning and heating equipment.) 

Increased activity in the metals and machinery group was 
the principal cause for increases of 0.8 per cent in employ- 
ment and 4.8 per cent in pay rolls. Factory employment 
was 17 per cent below the peak it reached in July, 1943, and 
pay rolls were 5 per cent below their November, 1943, peak. 
Bank debits increased 14.5 per cent in the month, but were 
2.8 per cent less than in December, 1943. Electric sales to 
ultimate consumers rose 13.6 per cent. Retail sales were 
33 per cent greater than in November, and 8 per cent above 
those for December, 1943. Construction activity for the year 
was well above that for 1943; permits issued in 1944 totaled 
$1,067,615, the highest figure for any reporting downstate city. 


ROCK ISLAND-MOLINE (Pop. 87,500) 


(The Rock Island-Moline area is the farm implement center of the 
world and produces large quantities of war materiel. Other important 
industries are machine tools, iron and brass foundries, heating and 
ventilating equipment, structural materials, automobile parts and ac- 
cessories, elevators, furniture, insurance, lumber mills, sash and door 
factories, glass and paper products, farm lighting plants, rubber foot- 
wear, oils and paints, textiles, and electric household supplies.) 

In Rock Island, both employment and pay rolls showed 
slight decreases: 0.5 per cent and 0.2 per cent, respectively. 
Manufacturing plants showed little change in the year in 
either item. December bank debits were approximately 10 
per cent above the figures for a month ago and a year ago. 
Building permits rose 12.1 per cent. Moline also reported only 
slight changes—a 0.6 per cent decline in employment and a 
0.5 per cent increase in pay rolls. Factory employment was 
11 per cent below its December, 1943, peak and pay rolls 
17 per cent below the peak of September, 1943. Bank debits 
were 10.6 per cent higher than in November, but 6.1 per cent 
below those for December, 1943. Construction for the year 
was well above the 1943 total. Retail sales in the area gained 
45 per cent over those for November. 


SPRINGFIELD (Pop. 75,503) 


(Springfield has a number of Federal offices as well as the offices of 
the State Government. It is the home of a number of insurance com- 
panies and regional government offices. Industrially, Springfield has 
a diversified list of concerns manufacturing road and earth-moving 
machinery, agricultural implements, machine tools, and boilers. It is 
also a center of coal mining and the processing of grain and soybeans.) 

Employment increased 0.6 per cent and pay rolls declined 
0.4 per cent. The employment gain resulted from an increase 
in wholesale and retail trade workers. In 1944 both employ- 
ment and pay rolls registered slight declines from their war- 
time peak levels in late 1943. Bank debits rose slightly in the 
month, and were 12.6 per cent above the amount for De- 
cember, 1943. Retail sales were 33 per cent higher than in 
November and 15 per cent above the figure for December, 
1943. The retail cost of food in December was 0.1 per cent 
higher than in November and 0.7 per cent more than a year ago. 
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